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In talking with the Whatcom Health Department (WHD), we understand that our plan for starting school on- site is acceptable based on the small size of PCSNW and the plan we have outlined below. Several documents were used in the development of this plan (see links at the bottom of this document) – revisions were made based on August guidance.

PCSNW will be doing the following:
Key Principles for Reducing Potential Exposures
1. Keeping ill persons out of schools
· Drop Off:
· We are no longer required to have Health Attestations completed before dropping your child off at school and we also no longer require temperature checks before students, staff, and parents are allowed on campus.
· As was the case before the pandemic, parents need to be sure that their children are healthy before sending them to school.  Err on the side of caution when it comes to COVID symptoms (as listed later in this document) and keep your child at home if exhibiting symptoms of unknown origin.
· Parents are to drive to the end of Portal Way and turn around to get in line for drop off. Once to the front, parents can allow their child(ren) to exit the car once the Gate Monitor has given the nod.
· Pick Up:
· Parents are to drive to the end of Portal Way and turn around to get in line for pick up.
· The “Gate Monitor” will dismiss students to their parent or designated other (who remains in the car). Other arrangements for pickups should be sent to the office ahead of pickup time.
· Signs on all exterior doors will state that visitors and volunteers are required to wear a face covering when in the building. All volunteers and visitors must go to the office to check in for a health assessment and temperature check.
2. Physical Distancing
· Due to the size of each room, students will have desk space that is around 3 feet apart and will be asked to wear a face covering when they are not in their assigned seat.
· Teachers will be required to wear face coverings when working with students.
3. Hand hygiene
· Staff and students will be washing hands with soap and water (20 seconds or more of thorough washing) periodically throughout the day – especially after breaks involving consuming food and outside play.
· Hand sanitizer stations will be used for times between hand washings as needed.
4. Protective equipment
· Staff and students are to wear face coverings in the classroom when not in their assigned seats.
5. Environmental cleaning and disinfection
· Staff, students, and volunteers will maintain a regular cleaning of high-touch surfaces throughout the day to the best of their abilities.
· Students will have their own school supplies and minimize sharing materials and supplies 
as much as possible.
6. Improved indoor ventilation
· As weather permits, windows will be open for ventilation of the classrooms. If a fan is available and needed, it will blow toward the open windows.  There will be an air purifier in each classroom.
7. Isolation
· Staff or students who show symptoms or become ill during the school day will need to report to the office wearing their face covering and be sent home (see Isolation protocol further into the document).
8. Outdoor activities
· The three breaks woven into the schedule will be outdoors (weather permitting) and will allow for classes to interact. Limited contact will be expected, and supervision will include circulating the “play area”.
· Face coverings are optional during outdoor activities as long as “personal space” rules are honored.
Face coverings
1. Cloth face coverings is recommended and preferred for all staff, students, and volunteers.
2. If cloth face coverings conflict with health or communication, face shields are an acceptable alternative.

Cleaning & Ventilation
1. Outdoor time is encouraged, open windows when possible with fans pointing away from students
2. At the end of each school day, start by using bleach & water (B&W) mixture (1/3 cup 6% bleach to 1 gallon of cool water – this mixture needs to be made “fresh” each day for best usefulness). Allow bleach/water to “set” for 2 minutes and follow up with soap & water (S&W) mixture (1 tsp dish soap to 1 quart water). Those cleaning with bleach are asked to wear eye protection and ensure that the room is aired out.
3. S&W can be used throughout the day to clean high traffic (surfaces regularly used such as desks, doorknobs, tables, computers/laptops, etc.) Students can use baby wipes (not Clorox type wipes) to keep items clean as needed.

CDC’s Guidelines: Watch for symptoms
A. As the CDC has outlined:People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these symptoms may have COVID-19:
· Fever or chills
· Cough
· Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
· Fatigue
· Muscle or body aches
· Headache
· New loss of taste or smell
· Sore throat
· Congestion or runny nose
· Nausea or vomiting
· Diarrhea
This list does not include all possible symptoms. CDC will continue to update this list as we learn more about COVID-19.

B. Staff will report any symptoms to the office – to determine whether it is cause for isolation and sending the student home. Administration will err on the side of caution when it comes to symptoms for the benefit of the rest of the school.
C. Safety Protocol: If Staff member or students show signs of COVID-19 symptoms:
1. They are to be immediately moved from the building to the isolation room (Nursery) with a supervisor who is wearing face shield, cloth mask, latex gloves, and preferably a lab coat. The office will call home and ask for staff or student to be picked up immediately with a strong suggestion to visit a physician or walk-in clinic for testing (report findings to office so as to determine whether or not the individual has COVID-19 which would need to be reported to the WHD immediately).
2. The class is to be dismissed outside (supervised) and parents of these students will be notified.
3. The classroom is to be closed for 24 hours and then disinfected (deep cleaned) from “top-to- bottom” before it can be used again.

If the staff member or student does not have COVID-19, they will need to check in the office before returning to work/class for health screening and temperature check and clearance.
If the staff member or student does have COVID-19, the office will notify the WHD and they will provide guidance on the next steps (contingency plan, protocol & guidance).

Classroom & Office Strategies
A. Desks/seats 3ft or more apart – ideally facing in one direction instead of facing each other.
B. Restroom – one-at-a-time. 
C. Limit any outside activities where students are in close contact and do not have face coverings (P.E. or
outdoor recess/breaks are acceptable but need to follow “personal space” and “hands to self” rules)
D. Outside learning time is encouraged as weather and space permits
E. At any point where students are eating or drinking in the same room –eat at desks and wash hands with soap and water before/after consuming food.
F. Sanitizing tables, desks, doorknobs etc. (high traffic surfaces) before and after classes/breaks as possible.
G. Students should clean hands before they arrive at school, before meals/snacks, after outside time, after going to the bathroom, and after blowing nose or sneezing. Young children need to be shown how to wash with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If students can’t wash hands, use a hand sanitizer (alcohol-based hand gel with at least 60% alcohol and preferably fragrance free).

Visits & Travel
A. Family & Friends – as is the case before the pandemic, if family or friends visit or you visit them – keep in mind that you can be exposed to COVID or other viruses.  Be extra mindful of you and your child’s health when going to school.
B. Travel considerations – if you decide to travel outside the state, consider the suggested recommendations of masking and protecting yourself from being exposed to COVID and “bringing it back” to Washington.

Guiding Documents (click on the links):
· CDC: Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools 
· Cleaning Products Fact Sheet


This Safety Plan for having on-site classes at Providence Christian School Northwest (PCSNW) has been reviewed and approved by the PCSNW Board and by the Whatcom Health Department.							09/02/2020
Revisions for the 2021-2022 academic year are based on the guiding documents as listed above.  		08/15/2021
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